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immorality, had brought him up in the strictest seclusion.
He had been surrounded by men of no political standing
or experience, who had carefully instilled into his mind the
idea that he had only to assert himself in order to place
himself above all factions and govern as he pleased.
Foremost among- these advisers was his Groom of the
Stole, John Stuart, Earl of Bute, his mother's favourite as
well as his own. Bute was a man without experience of
public life or capacity to take part in it, recom-
mended by a handsome face and figure and by
a remarkable talent for private theatricals, a dabbler in
science and literature, enjoying a reputation for wisdom
above his deserts by reason of his pompous sententious
manner. Frederick, Prince of Wales, in whose household
he had a place, described him admirably as c a fine showy
man who would make an excellent ambassador in a court
where there was no business.'
For the first two or three years of the reign of
George III. the influence of Bute was paramount. On
the second day after the accession he was introduced
into the cabinet, and, though at first he took no minis-
terial office, he at once gave himself airs as being the
sole exponent of the kingjs wishes, the sole channel of
royal favour. After a few months he came more pro-
Bute Secre- Eminently forward. Lord Holdernesse was in-
tary of state, duced to resign by the promise of a lucrative
sinecure, and the favourite accepted the seals of Secre-
tary of State. At the same time Legge was dismissed
from the Chancellorship of the Exchequer, and other
less important changes were made. A violent war of
pamphlets had previously been commenced against Pitt
and his foreign policy. Bute and his friends wanted peace
merely that they might get rid of the popular
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minister, and pursue their policy of breaking
up the Whig oligarchy and extending the prerogative;

